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Educators can reflect children’s cultures, languages, identities, and family experiences through
books, music, visuals, and play materials. When children see themselves represented in

meaningful and respectful ways, they are more likely to feel welcomed, valued, and included in
the program.

Invite Families to:

. Share information, pictures, toys, or other
items that are meaningful to their culture.
Participation should always be optional.

. Share how they would like their
languages, identities, traditions, and
family structures represented. Avoid
assuming that one family represents an
entire cultural group.

. Share useful words from their home
language, such as greetings, family
names, and words used during daily
routines.

. Share a story, song, activity, or cultural
experience with the children. Follow
program policies when offering food.

. Contribute photos or stories for
classroom books that children can enjoy
throughout the year.

Sources referenced in this tip sheet include:
Mackrain, M., Tenney-Blackwell, K. (2009). Infant and Toddler
Strategies Guide. DECA for Infant and Toddler
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Tips:

. Provide books, resources, and family
information in the home languages used
in the program whenever possible.

. Include songs, stories, music, and play
materials that respectfully reflect the
children’s cultures and experiences.

. Use multilingual labels throughout the
environment. For example, display
children’s names on their cubbies in
English and their home language.

. Grow plants and herbs that are familiar
or meaningful to the children and
families in the program.

. Include foods that reflect the children’s
cultures when planning menus, while
considering allergies and dietary needs.
Family photos of meals can also be
used to create recipe books for reading
or dramatic play.
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