
Physical Space Strategies:
Set up furniture to avoid runways and
define learning areas. 
Use furniture placement to keep
sightlines across the room. 
Provide quiet spaces like a tent for
children who need breaks. 
Label bins clearly and keep materials
within reach for easy access. 
Use visual directions at child’s eye level. 
Separate quiet and noisy areas to
support different needs. 

The environment as the third teacher means children learn through the spaces around them. A
well-designed space supports exploration, creativity, and social connection, while reflecting each
child’s identity and needs. 

Key Takeaways: 
1.The physical and emotional environment is a

powerful teaching tool. 
2.Well set up spaces promote independence,

curiosity, and a sense of belonging. 

Environment as the
Third Teacher

Sources referenced in this tip sheet include: 
Ontario Ministry of Education: How Does Learning Happen 
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How to support the child or early learning space: 
Watch how children use the space and change it to encourage learning. Create areas that are
welcoming, safe, and support independence, different play styles, and a sense of belonging.

Reflective Educator Strategies:
Provide advance warnings for
transitions like clean-up time. 
Model calm, respectful language, and
avoid yelling across the room.
Offer children choices to support their
independence. 
Reflect regularly on whether the space
meets all children's needs. 

Signs Your Environment Needs a
Refresh:

Persistent running or climbing on/under
furniture. 
Resistance to clean-up routines. 
Constant elevated noise levels. 
Children often return to the same
activity or have difficulty staying
engaged.
Children rely heavily on adults for
accessing materials or solving
problems. 

https://files.ontario.ca/edu-how-does-learning-happen-en-2021-03-23.pdf
https://files.ontario.ca/edu-how-does-learning-happen-en-2021-03-23.pdf
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