
For more information, please speak to the SPOT Speech-

Language Pathologist at the childcare centre. 

 

Why not “Please”? The Importance 

of Specific Language 

Manners are really important! Specific 

language is also really important! 

When modelling manners, please keep the following 

ideas in mind: 

• “Please” could be used to ask for anything! 

• It is important for our children to model what they are 

asking for! When a child asks for “more, please”, 

sometimes it is really hard to know what they want 

more of. 

• Try: “more banana” instead of “more please”; “help 

me” instead of “help please” 

• Model specific language: nouns, actions, describing 

words. 

• Continue to model manners: your child says: “more 

banana!”, repeat back “more banana, please!” and give 

him/her what he/she just asked for. 

• Don’t ask your child to copy you. Model language and 

place emphasis on the words you want him/her to 

notice. 

 


