
For more information, please speak to the SPOT Speech-Language Pathologist at the 

childcare centre. 

 

 

Learning Multiple Languages 
 

Silent Period/Receptive Stage: 

Listen or watch other children and/or mimic their actions to understand the language. 

Early Production Stage: 

Emerging use of 1-2 word phrases. 

Speech Emergence Stage: 

Respond with simple sentences when comfortable and involved in routine activities 

Stage of Intermediate Fluency: 

Sentences become more complex 

Advanced Fluency  

Tips for Educators: 

Allow children to use their first language (especially in the “silent stage”) 

Model words in English and provide a language-rich classroom 

Use visuals (e.g. pictures, gestures) to help children understand your messages 

Simplify your message, stress keywords, and slow your rate of speech  

Tips for Parents: 

Speak in the language that is most comfortable for you 

Give your child a strong first language and the second language will follow 

Do not mix words/grammar from two languages in one sentence  

Signs of a Language Disorder: 

Not meeting speech and language milestones in the first language 

Difficulties in both languages 

Difficulties understanding language  

Don’t Panic If Child Is: 

In the “silent period” 

Code switching: inserting words/phrases from one language into a sentence in the other 

language (e.g. I have a poisson at home) 

Mixing grammatical rules of the first language affecting the second language (e.g. “They 

boy tall” vs. “The tall boy”) 

Losing their native language: loss can occur with decreased exposure to either language 


