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Functional Vocabulary – Getting More with Less! 
With early effective communicators, teaching quality is just as important as 
teaching quantity 

 
Core Words 

 

• Words used frequently and make up approximately 80% of the words we say; 

• General 

• Mainly verbs, pronouns, adjectives 

 

Here are the 23 most used by toddlers: 
 

 

Fringe Words (The Other 20%): 
 

• Mainly nouns; 

• Specific 

• Concrete 

• Used mostly for requesting/labelling 

 
Banajee, M., DiCarlo, C., & Buras-Stricklin, S. (2003). Core vocabulary determination for toddlers. Augmentative 

and Alternative Communication, 2, 67–73. 

 

For more information, please speak to the SPOT Speech-Language 
Pathologist at the childcare centre! 
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