KidsAbilit' SPOT

Encouraging Clear Speech

As children move from being “First Word Users” to “Combiners” their ability to make clear
speech sounds may regress while their Focus on learning and using more language increases.

To improve listening environment:

a) Callyour child’'s name.

b) Move closer and get down to their level.

c) Have face-to-face interactions.

d) Eliminate background noise when possible.

To increase your child’s use of age-appropriate sounds:

a) Provide a good speech model.

b) Speak clearly and slowly.

¢) Repeat the mispronounced word.

d) Put extra emphasis on the problem sound in your own speech.

e) Avoid asking your child to repeat after you.

f) Make comments about your own speech, e.g. “Hey, did you hear that sound at the end of my
word? - ‘bathtub’ ", etc.

g) Use choice questions to model and elicit good speech, e.g., “Do you want the black or green
crayon?”

Conversational Repair

Ask strategic ‘WH’ questions, using your child’'s words to help with conversational repair (i.e.,
‘Who...?", 'What...?", ‘Where...?", etc). when you understand most of what your child said.

Rephrasing your child’s message will:

Give him/her a good indication of what was not understood;

Confirm that most of what s/he said was understood;

Give him/her the opportunity to provide a smaller amount of information (increasing the
likelihood that it's more clearly articulated);

Help the conversation progress forward without getting stuck or causing frustration.

TIP: You can progress the conversation forward, by providing a related comment (e.g., “I
bet the two of you had fun!”, “What colour is your cat?”, etc.).

For more information, please speak to the SPOT Speech-Language Pathologist at the
childcare centre!
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