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KidsAbility-
Social Play Hierarchy

Some children have difficulty interacting with his or her peers. When thinking about encouraging more
social interaction, it is important to consider the child’s preferences for play, follow their lead, set realis-
tic expectations, and help to grow their skills.

STAY, PLAY, TALK AND TUNE IN
When a child is able to stay at an activity, knows how to play or manipulate the toys
or objects, and is using their language skills, they then begin to ‘tune-in’, notice
what their peers are doing and show increased social awareness.

T

STAY, PLAY AND TALK
When a child begins to stay and play, they can then begin to use their language

skills to narrate their play, request, and sometimes even ask questions and
comment.

T

STAY AND PLAY
When a child is able to stay at an activity, even for short periods of time, they begin

to learn how to play and manipulate toys and objects . Sometimes children benefit

from an adult showing them how to do this.

T

STAY (at an activity)
Before a child can interact verbally with an adult/peer during a play activity it is i

portant to increase attention span for engaging in an activity.

information, please speak to the SPOT Speech-Language Path
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